The impact of interlink community cancer nurses on the experience of living with cancer.
To describe the impact of expert oncology nursing support provided by an independent nursing service, Interlink Community Cancer Nurses, on patients' experience of living with cancer. Qualitative research design guided by hermeneutic phenomenology using a broad data-generating statement. Homes of participants in a metropolitan city. Purposive sampling was used to select participants for the study. Eighteen women and two men with a variety of cancer diagnoses and living circumstances participated in the study. Accrual was stopped when data saturation occurred. Patients' perceptions of the experience of receiving care in the home setting from expert oncology nurses. Seven core themes described the participants' perceptions of and the impact of expert oncology nursing care on their experience of living with cancer. Expert oncology nursing support in the community is perceived by people living with cancer as having a significant impact on their experience and influencing their well-being and survival. The knowledge and experience of oncology nurses and the way in which care is delivered are critical elements. Further research should continue to explore the relationship between expert community oncology nursing support and healthcare outcomes for people with cancer. Community nursing agencies need to examine their ability to ensure access to knowledgeable and experienced oncology nurses who can support and address the needs of people with cancer across the cancer trajectory.